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Daylight savings time begins
Make sure you turn your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night! Spring Forward!

Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
March 15-18th 7/8 grade testing all day
March 22-25th 5/6 grade testing all day
March 29-April 1 3/4 grade testing all day

Please make sure your student is in attendance.
Make sure they have had a good night sleep.
Make sure they eat a good breakfast.

Classes with 100% attendance during IAR will be invited to the auditorium for a special movie.

Local School Council

LSC Forum
Announcement

LSC Final List of
Candidates for the
April election

Parent Advisory Committee Book Club
The PAC will be hosting a book club. This moths pick is Demystifying Disability by Emily Ladau. If you
are interested in joining please contact clevelandelementarypac@gmail.com. We have several copies
of the book available to read.

Masks Optional
A message from CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Dear CPS Families,
I am writing to let you know that beginning Monday, March 14, 2022, all CPS schools will be moving to
a mask-optional model for students and staff. This means that while we will continue to encourage
the use of masks, families and employees will now have a choice about whether or not to wear a mask
at school, outside on school property, and on school buses.
Responding to Dramatic Change
From the start of the pandemic through today, CPS has always made decisions based on science, and
this change to our masking policy is no exception. The number of COVID-19 cases in our schools and
throughout the city of Chicago has declined sharply over the past several weeks, and we are seeing far
fewer people being hospitalized or losing their lives to the virus. Also, we have dramatically increased
the level of COVID testing in our schools, and vaccination rates among CPS students and staff are
continuing to rise.
Vaccination rates to date:
CPS COVID-19 vaccination rates are now near the national average for 12-17 year-old students
(64 percent of CPS students age 12-17 have had at least a first dose, compared to 68 percent
nationally).
Rates are well above the national average for 5-11 year-old students (47 percent of CPS students
age 5-11 have had at least a first dose, compared to 33 percent nationally).
Overall, 56 percent of age-eligible CPS students have received at least one dose, and nearly half
(49 percent) are fully vaccinated.
More than 91 percent of all CPS staff members are fully vaccinated.
Chicago is at low risk for COVID by every metric, including the CDC’s historic and current metrics. City
case counts and positivity are the lowest they have been since July 2021 and continue to fall. Chicago
is now averaging just 191 cases of COVID-19 per day, among an average of more than 27,000 daily
tests performed, giving our city a positivity rate of just 0.8 percent. CPS’ screening test positivity rate is
even lower, at 0.14 percent.
Listening to the Experts
Throughout the pandemic, CPS has relied on the guidance of our public health experts, especially Dr.
Allison Arwady and her team at the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH). I am in regular

contact with Dr. Arwady and am encouraged by her view that going mask optional is a safe course of
action for our District at this time. CDPH is not alone in this analysis, as public health authorities at the
local, state, and federal level are now aligned in their opinion that the risk of contracting COVID-19 in
schools is very low.
Most school districts across the country have already transitioned to a mask-optional model. The City
of Chicago removed the mask requirements for certain public spaces on February 28 to align with the
State of Illinois, and the CDC recently relaxed guidance for communities where hospitals aren’t under
high strain. Chicago is currently in low risk per the new CDC guidance.
Supporting Individual Choice
This is not about telling anyone they shouldn’t wear a mask. In fact, CPS will continue to encourage
this practice in schools, especially in schools with lower vaccination rates and among those students
and staff who feel most comfortable with a face covering. We will also support those members of our
school communities who choose not to wear a mask, and will work with our schools to develop tools
that teachers and parents can use to guide conversations with students about the importance of
respecting everyone’s personal choice.
The past two years have taught us a lot about who we are as a community, including that when it
comes to pulling together and supporting each other, we shine. The decision about whether or not to
wear a mask is a deeply personal one. Some children and staff will continue masking because they feel
it is what’s best for their family. That decision will not be judged, nor will the removal of masks by those
who take that step be celebrated in our schools. Every person’s choice will be valued just as they
themselves are valued, and we will make every effort to ensure a peaceful learning environment that is
built on positivity and free of division.
We have not entered into this decision lightly. From the very start, CPS has taken the pandemic
extremely seriously. We were one of the first to require universal masking in schools, and we would not
be moving to a mask optional model unless the data and our public health experts indicated that it is a
safe path for our school communities.
We will share more information before Monday, March 14 around how this change will impact our
additional health and safety protocols and about how we will be supporting schools and students
during this transition. It’s important also to note that the District has remained responsive to change
throughout the pandemic and we must continue to remain nimble and pivot if the health data
changes. We recognize that you, our families, and our staff must be confident that we will act quickly
and implement safety procedures as needed.
I thank you for your unwavering support of our students and sincerely hope that the decline we are
seeing in COVID cases right now signals a permanent end to this challenging time.
Sincerely,
Pedro Martinez
Chief Executive Officer
Chicago Public Schools

Student Council Spirit Week
Good Afternoon Cleveland!
SPIRIT WEEK IS HERE!!!! The Student Council has organized a Spirit Week to celebrate our school's
success this year and Grover Cleveland's Birthday! Flyers have been distributed to your classroom to
hang up! If you could please pass this along to families as well that would be greatly appreciated!
The Student Council would like to announce Spirit Week starting from March 14th and ending on the
18th! The days consist of...
Monday: dressing as a hero/villain

Tuesday: wearing throwback clothing
Wednesday: Wacky Tacky Day!
Thursday: St. Patrick's Day (wear green)!
Friday: Grover Cleveland's birthday on the 18th and wear red OR Cleveland Spirit Wear!
We hope to see you participating, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out to any
student council member or Mr. Thigpen. Thank you for your support!!
Sincerely,
Cleveland Student Council

Reading Buddies 7/8 and K/1

COVID Vaccine Opportunities at CPS
Cleveland has 39% of students vaccinated. We need to increase this number for all of us to be safe!
Please consider taking your child to be vaccinated at one of these sites!

The COVID-19 vaccine is free for all, and no proof of insurance or citizenship is required. To
schedule a vaccination appointment at a convenient location, please visit vaccines.gov to find a
vaccine near you, or visit cps.edu/vaccinations to make an appointment at a CPS-run site.
Vaccines are safe for everyone 5 years and older. Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 is the
safest and most effective way to protect children and adults from the virus. The CDC has
approved the vaccine for children 5 years of age and older based on clinical-trial data showing
that the Pfizer shot is safe and effective at preventing symptomatic infection.
Children ages 5-11 years old will receive child-sized doses of the Pfizer vaccine, which is just a
third of the amount of the adult vaccine. This will reduce the likelihood of side effects—such as
sore arms, fever, or aches. The needle used to administer the vaccine to children is also much
smaller.
Once fully vaccinated, students will NOT be asked to quarantine at home when they come into
contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19, as long as they are well. This means

students can remain in school where they get the best instruction, and parents and guardians
won’t have to scramble to find child care for a quarantine period.
CPS offers COVID-19 Vaccination opportunities at our Regional Vaccination Clinics located
throughout the City of Chicago. These services are also offered through our School Based Health
Centers and Mobile Vaccination Clinic events. Additional vaccination opportunities can be found here.
For more information, please visit CPS’ COVID-19 Vaccination webpage or email our team. Below is a
list of our COVID-19 vaccination options and schedules (as of January 31, 2022):
Primary Series – fully vaccinated and up to date after completing this series
5-11yo (pediatric dose) & 12-17yo - Parental consent required, exceptions apply
Pfizer-BioNTech (2 doses over 3 weeks)
18yo and older
Pfizer-BioNTech (2 doses over 3 weeks)
Moderna (2 doses over 4 weeks)
Johnson & Johnson/Janssen (1 dose only)
Booster Doses – Fully vaccinated and up to date after receiving dose, when eligible. Fully vaccinated

but NOT up to date if SKIPPED
12-17yo - Parental consent required, exceptions apply
Pfizer-BioNTech (1 dose 5 months after 2nd dose)
18yo and older - All 3 booster doses available - “Mixing and matching” permitted
Eligible 5 months after 2nd Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna dose OR 2 months after single Johnson
& Johnson/Janssen dose

Cleveland COVID update:
This week there were no quarantined classrooms.
Cleveland currently has 39% of students vaccinated.

COVID Vaccine Card:
If your is FULLY vaccinated, please take a picture of the front and back of the card and sent it to
Eaguado-leon@cps.edu so that we can document the vaccine for student's records.

This month is Woman's History Month
Student Council is sponsoring a door decorating contest to celebrate woman's history.
16 powerful quotes to celebrate international women's day
This International Women's Day, we're taking inspiration from a few of the world's most powerful
women.
By Emily VanSchmus Updated January 28, 2022
International Women's Day is a global celebration of the social, economic, cultural, and political
achievements of women and has been celebrated all over the world since 1911. This year the holiday
falls on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 and serves as a reminder for all of us to celebrate the powerful and
inspiring women in our lives (including ourselves!).
Every year the International Women's Day organization announces a theme that highlights a cause
affecting women across the globe in order to raise awareness for the movement and celebrate the
women working to make a difference. The 2022 International Women's Day theme is #BreakTheBias,
which calls for creating a more gender-inclusive world.
To inspire you this holiday, we've gathered our favorite empowering quotes from inspirational women
throughout history. From political figures to celebrities, these women have all dedicated their public
platforms to making the world better for women.
Maya Angelou
"If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, change your attitude."
Author, singer, and civil rights activist Maya Angelou is most known for her works I Know Why the

Caged Bird Sings and And Still I Rise . In her 86 years of life, she published a series of seven
autobiographies and received more than 30 honorary degrees while advocating for racial equality.
Eleanor Roosevelt
"You have to accept whatever comes, and the only important thing is that you meet it with the best
you have to give."
As the longest-serving First Lady of the United States, Eleanor Roosevelt was an outspoken advocate
for civil rights, racial equality, and roles for women in the workplace. After leaving office, she joined the
United Nations as the United States' first delegate and later headed the Presidential Commission on
the Status of Women under John F. Kennedy.
Serena Williams
"The success of every woman should be the inspiration to another We should raise each other up "

As a professional tennis player and former #1-ranked tennis player in the world, Serena Williams has
won more major tennis titles than any other person in the world. Throughout her career she's been
extremely outspoken about fighting for gender equality, especially for women of color.
Toni Morrison
"My world did not shrink because I was a black female writer. It just got bigger."
Pulitzer Prize winner Toni Morrison is known best for her book Beloved and has received dozens of
awards for her writing. She began her career as the first black female editor at Penguin Random
House in the '60s and went on to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2012.
Ina Garten
"I get up every day, do the best that I can do, and go home and have a good time."
Over the last 18 years, viewers have fallen in love with Ina Garten, host of the longest-running Food

Network show, Barefoot Contessa. She started her career as a staff member of the White House Office
of Management and Budget and when she discovered a love of cooking, left to begin a gourmet food
store that would eventually become a media empire.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
"Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you."
In 1993, Ruth Bader Ginsburg was the second female justice to ever be added to the United States
Supreme Court, where she's served ever since. Her life's work inspired the Oscar-nominated 2018
documentary RBG, which highlighted the ways she has paved the way for women of future
generations.
Sophia Bush
"Look at history, look at who are our most beautiful, iconic women in the world and they're all different
shapes and sizes and colors and heights. It doesn't matter what measurement is around our thigh, it
matters what you put out into the world."
In addition to being an award-winning actress, director, and host of the new hit podcast "Work in
Progress," Sophia Bush is also an outspoken activist for environmental protection, racial and gender
equality, and human rights. In 2016, Oprah named her one of the SuperSoul100 most influential
visionaries and leaders, and she was also identified as one of the most charitable celebrities by CNN.
Michelle Obama
"There is no limit to what we, as women, can accomplish."
Lawyer and author Michelle Obama served as the First Lady from 2009 to 2017; while in office, she
founded the Let's Move campaign to end childhood obesity and was an advocate for women's rights,
public health, education, and poverty awareness. Her 2018 memoir, Becoming, has sold over 10 million
copies, breaking the record for most copies of a book sold that year in just 15 days.
Shonda Rhimes
"I want my daughters to grow up in a world in which there is more love than hate. I want them to know
a world where everyone is free. So that's why I write the stories that I do, because everyone should be
free."

Tune to ABC on Thursday nights and you'll see something affectionately referred to as "Shondaland."
Producer, writer, and author Shonda Rhimes is the head writer and executive producer of Grey's
Anatomy, How to Get Away with Murder and Scandal. Through her moving storylines, Rhimes brings
awareness and understanding to a number of hot social issues every week.
Sandra Day O'Connor
"Society as a whole benefits immeasurably from a climate in which all persons, regardless of race or
gender, may have the opportunity to earn respect based on ability."
Sandra Day O'Connor is no stranger to the glass ceiling: In 1973, she became the first female Majority
Leader of a state senate (in Arizona) in American history. Seven years later, she became the first
female Supreme Court Justice and served on the court for 25 years. After her retirement, she was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Obama.
Barbara Bush
"Treat everyone equally, don't look down on anyone, use your voices for good, and read all the great
books."
While in office, First Lady Barbara Bush was an outspoken advocate for education access and started
the Foundation for Family Literacy in 1989. In the years after she left office, Bush also supported
women's rights, access to health care, and various civil rights movements.
Malala Yousafzai
"When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful."
As the world's youngest Nobel Prize laureate, Malala (often referred to by only her first name) is an
advocate for female education in her home country of Pakistan and around the world. After surviving
a shooting by an extremist group, she gave a speech at the United Nations, published several books,
and launched the Malala Fund, which works to provide girls around the world with free education.
Reese Witherspoon
"I encourage women to step up. Don't wait for somebody to ask you."
Actress, producer, and philanthropist Reese Witherspoon may be best known for her iconic roles in
Legally Blonde, Sweet Home Alabama, Walk the Line, and Big Little Lies, but her accomplishments offscreen are equally impressive. She's actively involved with Save the Children and serves on the board
of Children's Defense Fund, and in 2018, she was one of the founding members of the Time's Up
movement. In 2019 she was named to Forbes' list of the World's 100 Most Powerful Women.
Brené Brown
"To love ourselves and support each other in the process of becoming real is perhaps the greatest
single act of daring greatly."
Author and host of the podcast, Unlocking Us, Brené Brown is known for her viral TED talk about The
Power of Vulnerability as well as her best-selling written works. Her book Daring Greatly was a #1 New
York Times best seller and has sold over a million copies nationwide.
Rosa Parks
"I would like to be remembered as a person who wanted to be free... so other people would be also
free."

Civil rights activist Rosa Parks is famous for refusing to give up her seat during the Montgomery bus
boycott in 1955. Following the event, she became one of the most important members of the civil
rights movement, working alongside Martin Luther King Jr.
Megan Rapinoe
"Every person has a responsibility to be a participant in this society and make it a better place for
everybody, in whatever capacity they can."
As a professional soccer player and member of the United States women's national team Megan
Rapinoe has earned an Olympic gold medal and is credited with leading the United States team to two
World Cup championships. But her list of achievements doesn't end on the soccer field: Rapinoe has
dedicated her public platform to doing good in the world. She supports several LGBTQ organizations
and is a strong advocate for gender equality.

Calendar

3/13/22 Daylight savings turn your clocks aheard
3/14-22 IAR testing
3/17/22 PPLC Meeting Virtual
meet.google.com/cwr-nwwf-itr
3/17/22 LSC Meeting : In person and virtual 5:30
meet.google.com/rzk-xzox-mnh
3/17/22 Wear Green
3/18/22 BAC Meeting
3/24/22 LSC Candidate Forum
3/25/22 No Uniform

Celebrate Cleveland
Dear Grover Cleveland parent,
On Saturday, May 14th 2022, Friends of Cleveland, an all-volunteer, parent-driven, non-profit
organization, will host the 4th annual “Celebrate Cleveland” event! It’s an adult only evening
event that will bring parents and the community together for what will be our biggest fundraiser this
year. Please join your Cleveland School community at Trigger at 7:00PM to celebrate all that makes
Cleveland an amazing neighborhood school.
Ticket price begins at $45 & includes a buffet dinner and open bar. Entry to the event allows
guests to bid on silent auction items, try your hand at some exciting games & a chance to sign up for
Parent Experience Parties. These experiences are small gatherings or outings hosted by Cleveland
Parent(s) and other parents will have a chance to buy their way onto a guest list(s).
All funds raised at this event will directly benefit all the children at Cleveland as well as provide
additional resources for our amazing teachers.
In order to raise these critical funds we are asking Cleveland Parents to join us in our efforts to help
out in any way that you can. We are hoping that we can count on your generosity and
i
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Help secure Donation Items: Do you or someone you know have access to: Restaurants,
Bars, Breweries, Wineries, Tours, Sports tickets (Cubs, White Sox, Blackhawks, Bears, Bulls);
Concert or Theater tickets; Vacation experiences (Hotels, vacation homes, timeshares, Airbnb, hotel
points & vouchers, airline miles & tickets); Unique opportunities or talents (dining/chef experiences,
cooking, handyman, etc. – we would love to help turn these into money for Cleveland!) All donations
are tax-deductible!
Please submit donations or questions to: clevelandsilentauction@gmail.com
Help host a Parent Party Experience: Gather a few friends to throw a party or host on your
own. All proceeds go to FOC and party host(s) assume all costs of their events. (Examples; boat cruise
on the lake, BBQ in the backyard, bowling party, ice cream party)
Help by purchasing ticket(s) to event: Online at www.celebratecleveland.org.
Help by volunteering day of the event: Email committedtocleveland@gmail.org
Please help us make this event a success and the best fundraiser
yet! Sincerely,
Friends of Cleveland
www.friendsofcleveland.org
3121 W. Byron Ave
Chicago, IL 60618

Friends of Cleveland
March 10 Friends of Cleveland Meeting
April 7 Friends of Cleveland art event
May 14 Celebrate Cleveland

