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This week COVID updates
Dear Colleagues,

I wanted to provide you with an update on our strategies to keep students safe from COVID as we deal
with the current surge.
Coming out of the winter break, CPS has seen a rise in COVID-19 cases in recent weeks, which is in line
with what’s happening in Chicago and around the country. The good news is that the latest citywide
data give us reason to believe that we are moving past the peak of the Omicron variant. And as a
district, we have some major successes to share when it comes to testing, vaccination rates, and other
health and safety strategies.
Expanding COVID-19 Testing in our Schools
One of our key strategies for fighting COVID-19 is to grow the number of students willing to be tested
and expand the number of tests we can perform in our schools each week. As of today, CPS can report
significant progress in both of these areas:
The number of students who have consented for testing - over 83,000 now - has doubled since
December of 2021.
CPS is now testing at our highest-ever rate (36,000 tests conducted last week in just three school
days, and more than 17,000 tests provided yesterday alone).
Our next steps include:
Securing additional staff from our testing vendor
Offering paid opportunities to our staff, including our school nurses, to administer COVID-19
tests at school and work with families to increase the number of students enrolled in our weekly
testing program.
For schools that were testing at a level below 10% of students in December 2021, CPS will make
available sufficient testing resources to test at least 10% of students each week at each school;
these students will be randomly selected from all students who have consented to participate in
testing at the school.
I urge families that have not yet done so to consent to allowing weekly in-school COVID-19 testing for
their children by visiting color.com/readycheckgo-cps.
Of the 36,000 tests conducted last week, CPS saw a positivity rate of 5.41 percent. This matches
trends that we are seeing throughout the city. As a result, we have higher numbers of students and
staff currently in quarantine and isolation as a preventive strategy to keep the virus from spreading in
schools, and we will continue to err on the side of caution when it comes to transitioning classes
temporarily to remote learning.
Working to Get More Students Vaccinated
We know that the absolute best protection we have against COVID-19 are free, effective vaccines. The
vast majority of CPS students are now eligible to be vaccinated, and we are seeing more and more
families choose this life saving option for themselves and their children. Currently:
More than 90 percent of CPS staff are now vaccinated
The majority of CPS students ages 12 and up (nearly 53%) are now fully vaccinated
Almost 1 in 3 students ages 5 - 11 have now received at least one vaccine dose.
We know that the most effective way to keep schools safe is by having more students vaccinated; our
next steps toward this goal include:
Continuing to offer dozens of vaccine opportunities every week through our four permanent
vaccine sites, our 24 school-based health centers, and our mobile clinic that visits different
schools each week.
CPS has held more than 550 vaccination events since July of 2021 (about 20 per week on
average)

Partnering with the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) to host vaccine opportunities,
including weekend events at the City Colleges of Chicago.
Visit cps.edu/vaccinations for a complete list of vaccine opportunities being offered through CPS, and
links to vaccine opportunities through other partners.
Striving to Make Schools Even Safer
Our schools are the best, safest place for students. Since the start of the pandemic, CPS has spent
$100 million on enhanced cleaning, high-quality masks, additional staff to manage contact tracing
and care rooms, and ventilation systems and air filters to monitor the air quality in our classrooms. We
have also created a CPS Tactical Team to support schools that are dealing with an increase in COVID
cases, and we’ve put new metrics in place for transitioning entire schools to remote learning if
necessary. But we are not done.
Our next steps include:
Purchasing and delivering KN95 masks for all students and staff who want them.
1.2 million masks will be distributed at schools by the end of January, with another four
million set to be distributed by the end of February.
IMPORTANT NOTE: In a community setting, like a school, KN95s can be reused for an
extended period of time. In a clinical setting, like a hospital, KN95s are intended for single
use.
Additional investments in air filtration.
Allowing school safety committees the option to bring back the daily health screener.
Expanding paid opportunities for CPS staff to support contact tracing and engage families
around vaccination and consent for weekly testing.
Shifting to a Shorter Quarantine Period
CPS will be aligning to the most updated CDC guidelines and moving from a 10-day to a five-day
quarantine period for cases of COVID-19, but we want to take the time to get it right. The shift to a five
day quarantine period will mean some major logistical changes for our schools. We are working
through those operational challenges now and will provide staff and families with an update in the
weeks ahead.
I know these are not easy times. Not for students, families, or educators. But I hope we can start the
second half of this school year by focusing on the positive. Our children are in school where we know
they have the greatest opportunity to succeed. We have the right protocols in place to keep everyone
healthy and safe. And we are seeing both our testing and vaccination numbers trending in the right
direction.
I thank you for your continued partnership and pledge to remain as transparent as possible about
how CPS is managing the pandemic. With your support, I am confident we can continue providing all
students with the high-quality education they need in the safe, positive learning environment they
deserve.
Sincerely,
Pedro Martinez
Chief Executive Officer
Chicago Public Schools

Register for COVID testing at Cleveland

Dear Parents and Legal guardians,
Onsite Testing - To get started, register for testing. You only need to
register your child for testing once.
Parents or guardians must register on behalf of a student under 18 years old. When you’re asked to
enter
an Organization ID, use your child’s 8 digit CPS Student ID. Your child’s ID number is located on your
child’s report cards, progress reports and can be found on the Parent and Student Portal.
If you need assistance with your child’s ID number, please email Mrs. León at EAguado-leon@cps.edu
or
call 773-534-5130.
Your child’s test results will be sent to your mobile phone number and email you provide when
registering.
Click on link to register:
https://www.color.com/READYCHECKGO-CPS

N95 masks
The masks have NOT arrived at the school for children, however we do have adult masks. Once the
masks are delivered we will distribute them to students.

Cleveland COVID update:
Room 102 Ms. Anna and MS. Erin Return 1/25
Return 1/31
Room 500 Ms. Cepeda
Room 206 Ms. Olson
Room 109 Ms. Wyatt

Returning from quarantine on 1/24
Room 310
Mrs. Morahan

COVID Vaccine Card:
If your is FULLY vaccinated, please take a picture of the front and back of the card and sent it to
Eaguado-leon@cps.edu so that we can document the vaccine for student's records.

Calendar
1/24/22 Spirit Week begins ( Sponsored by Student Council)
Monday: Wear your favorite color
Tuesday: Sports/Teams clothing
Wednesday: Dress like your favorite character
Thursday: Wear your favorite outfit
1/28/22 NO School professional development day
1/19-2/22 ACCESS testing ( testing for students who speak another language other then English)
2/18/2022 BAC meeting

Future Friends of Cleveland Opportunities
February 10, 2022 Monthly Meeting
May 14, 2022 Celebrate Cleveland

After School Spring Programs
Cleveland School will be offering after school spring programs. Forms will be sent home Monday
Registration is on a first come first serve basis. If you are interested please return them ASAP. The
programs fill up fast. There is a limit of 15 students in each program.

